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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 0627 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NU 

SUBJECT: HONDURAN/SALVADORAN RELATIONS 

1. IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE DCM ON FEBRUARY 14, SALVADORAN 
AMBASSADOR MARIO MODESTO CHACON AREVALO EXPRESSED GREAT 
PESSIMISM OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF AN EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE 
DISPUTE BETWEEN EL SALVADOR AND HONDURAS. CHACON SAID THAT 
WHILE BORDER DELIMITATION APPEARS TO BE THE STUMBLING BLOCK, 
THE REAL PROBLEM IS SALVADOR'S THESIS THAT THE REAL CAUSE 

OF THE WAR WAS HONDURAN VIOLATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
"GENOCIDE" AGAINST SALVADORAN NATIONALS RESIDING 
IN HONDURAS. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT NATURALLY HONDURAS 
CANNOT ADMIT TO THIS BECAUSE TO DO SO WOULD "BLACKEN HONDURAS 
FOREVER IN HISTORY". 

2. AMBASSADOR CHACON SAID THAT BOTH SIDES ARE NOW EXTREMELY 
INFLEXIBLE IN THEIR POSITIONS AND THAT THERE IS NO POLITICAL WILL 
ON EITHER SIDE TO REACH A SETTLEMENT. HE SAID THAT BECAUSE 
HONDURAN CHIEF OF STATE LOPEZ HAS NO POLITICAL BASE AND THERE 
IS A RESULTING INSTABILITY, LOPEZ MIGHT IN TIME OF INTERNAL 
TENSION BE TEMPTED TO CREATE A MILITARY 
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POSSIBILITY OF BORDER INCIDENTS BECOMING SERIOUS AND 
LEADING TO RENEWED WAR BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

3. WITH REGARD TO THE BORDER PROBLEMS CHACON SAID THAT 
IN HIS VIEW THEY ARE TOTALLY INSIGNIFICANT AND COULD BE SOLVED 
IN TEN MINUTES IF EITHER COUNTRY DESIRED TO DO SO. HE REITEREATED 
THAT THERE IS NO WILL TOWARD A SETTLEMENT AND THAT HE SEES NO 
PROSPECT FOR A PEACE TREATY WITHINTHE NEXT THREE O FOUR YEARS. 
SHELTON 
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